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Such certainly were the views of the Unity in the days of
John Amos Comenius. Not that he was less zealous than the
early leaders of the Unity for the realization of the Kingdom
of God; but he understood the conditions under which its
development takes place more realistically. To be sure, he
shared with the early Unity the conviction that the truest
happiness, the real spiritual freedom cannot be found in e the
labyrinth of the world/ but only in ' the paradise of the heart.'
For in this mystical insight Comenius reasserted the im-
memorial basic conviction of the mystics of all ages and
nations, as well as the radical other-worldliness of the Unity of
Brethren. But he did not for that reason repudiate the State:
it performs God-appointed functions in an unredeemed
society which are essential to the measure of order and
civilization which humankind is able to attain on the basis of
its natural powers alone. As such, the State performs useful
and valuable service on its own level, although the highest
stages of human development are not within the scope of its
functions or possibilities. In general, he shared with the
Calvinists the view that Church and State are both ultimately
subject to divine direction, although one operates in the
spiritual, the other in the temporal realm. When Comenius
addressed his (e Angelus pacis" to the English and Dutch
Ambassadors gathered at Breda in 1667 in order to conclude a
peace treaty which would terminate the war raging between
the two nations, he assumed throughout this most political of
his writings that he is dealing with Christian nations. His
arguments are predominantly religious. To us moderns,
accustomed to think about political matters in secular terms,
Comenius' presuppositions appear almost ludicrously naive.
But just because of that there can be no doubt that to him as
well as to men of his age the State was subject to the divine
laws; and hence ultimately had to consider its actions as
much fc sub specie aeteridtatis ** as the Church did. Conse-
quently, it could not trim morality to suit its own conveni-